
Sanitation District 6
This special taxing district picks up your garbage, recycling, agricultural waste 
and special pick ups for large items.  They have Commissioners who are 
publicly elected and are paid for their services.  Most Sanitation Commissioners 
are paid $7,500 per year, the most allowed by law.  They receive generous 
health care insurance for themselves and their families, in most cases for life. 
They also receive a pension from the New York State Employees Pension Fund, 
fully vested after only 5 years of service.  This particular house paid $617.35 in 
2007 for trash pickup.  If this service was provided by the Town of Hempstead 
Sanitation Dept., this house would only have paid $328.77, a savings of 46%.

Cathedral Gardens Water District
This special taxing district oversees the operation of providing drinking water to 
a part of West Hempstead. The Water District  collects funds based on usage (a 
water bill).  The Commissioners of this special taxing district are paid $80 per 
day for each day they sign in to work, even if they only stay for ten minutes.  
They typically will sign in four or five days a week.  There is no limit as to how 
much they can be paid except for the $80 per day rate.  The Commissioners 
receive very generous health care insurance for themselves and their family, in 
many cases for life. They also receive a pension from the New York State 
Employees Pension Fund, fully vested after only 5 years of service. 
Consolidating water districts into a County Water District would eliminate the 
need for paid Commissioners and provide better service at a tremendous tax 
savings to the residents of Nassau County.

West Hempstead Fire District
This special taxing district is mandated by State of New York to provide fire, 
ambulance and EMT service to the residents and businesses in the West 
Hempstead district through the West Hempstead Fire Department.  The 
Commissioners of this special taxing district are elected officials who do not 
receive any salary, by law.  The Commissioners, fire fighters and EMT�s are 
volunteers. Because this service is mandated by the State, each district is 
responsible for providing protection to their group of residents. As a result, fire 
fighting equipment is not allocated efficiently across Nassau County as each 
district must have their own equipment.  Newsday reported �there is more fire 
fighting equipment in Nassau & Suffolk counties than all of New York City and 
Los Angeles combined.� The State mandate for each fire district to purchase this 
equipment is one reason why taxes rise.

Town of Hempstead Special Taxing Districts
In addition to the three special taxing districts above, this homeowner pays 
taxes to four more special taxing districts  which are not Commissioner-run but 
are operated by the Town of Hempstead. 1) Town Lighting District 2) Town Park 
District 3) West Hempstead Public Parking District 4)Town Refuse Disposal 
District. All said, this homeowner pays taxes to seven different special taxing 
districts.

TOTAL SPECIAL DISTRICT TAX BILL: $1,415
% of TOTAL TAX BILL: 35% ( does not include school tax)

% of TOTAL TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD BILL: 75%
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